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xv

Preface

Within this new edition I have included all legislative changes and recent judgments of 
the Court of Justice and the General Court. The format of this edition follows the same 
format as the previous edition.

Part 1 covers the Constitutional and Administrative Law of the European Union. 
Chapter 1 comprises an introduction to the European Communities and the European 
Union. This chapter contains a historical analysis of the evolution of the European Union. 
There is an update on the Union’s protracted discussions for accession to the European 
Convention on Human Rights. Chapter 2 is devoted to the sources of Union law, including 
a commentary on general principles of law and fundamental rights. The rationale for this 
approach is that I prefer that learners have an understanding of such sources, principles 
and rights before embarking upon a consideration of the Union institutions (Chapter 3) 
and the decision-making process (Chapter 4). Chapter 3 has been updated to reflect the 
new composition of the European Parliament following the June 2014 elections and the 
appointment of the new Commission. There is a separate chapter on the Court of Justice 
of the European Union (which consists of the Court of Justice, the General Court and the 
specialised courts), together with its methods of interpretation (Chapter 5). Chapters 6–8 
cover the preliminary ruling jurisdiction of the Court of Justice (Art 267  TFEU), direct 
actions against Member States (Arts 258–260  TFEU), and judicial review of acts of the 
Union institutions, respectively.

Chapter 9 examines the principles of supremacy of Union law over the national law of 
the Member States (including a commentary on its impact on the UK’s traditional doctrine 
of parliamentary sovereignty), indirect effect, direct effect and state liability. Included in 
this chapter is a discussion of how these principles have been applied by UK courts. The 
final chapter of Part 1 (Chapter 10) explores the application of Union law in UK courts and 
the adaptation of remedies to the requirements of Union law.

The final three parts of the book (Parts 2–4) relate to three areas of substantive Union 
law: free movement of persons and services, and freedom of establishment (Part 2, 
Chapters 11–16); free movement of goods (Part 3, Chapters 17–18); and competition law 
(Part 4, Chapters 19–22). In each of these three parts, judgments of the Court of Justice and 
the General Court have been extracted to provide a deeper exposure to the methodology 
adopted by the Courts in the development of the Union’s substantive law. New legislative 
developments have been incorporated throughout.

The EU’s institutional websites provide a vast array of resources, including free full-
text copies of legislation and judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union. 
A number of the website addresses (URLs) have changed from those published in the last 
edition. This edition includes the updated URLs.

Updates to the book are available online at www.pearsoned.co.uk/legalupdates. This 
is an important feature given the dynamic nature of Union law. Whether you are a teacher 
or learner, I hope you find the time to access these online resources.
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I would like to thank the following staff at Pearson Education for their support and 
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John Fairhurst

1 January 2016
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